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OPENING NOTES 

2015 sure has started out with a bang! HIV has officially taken over the media 
with 30 second commercials about HIV treatment broadcasting on 19 prime-
time television channels and PSAs airing on 106.1 FM and 980 AM, which has 
resulted in more phone calls from those wanting to get tested! We have also 
received a ton of feedback on the NoFLAC website and in result we are launch-
ing a NEW website! The url will remain www.noflacweb.org but please stay 
tuned as HIVevolution employee, Kimberly Brill, has been working her tail off in 
creating a more user-friendly, updated website for everyone to enjoy. We have 
also had some staffing changes. Maurice Moody has transitioned into Area 1’s 
Surveillance Coordinator position. He will still act as the Linkage Coordinator 
for our new and returning clients. Expect some new faces at FDOH—Escambia 
County as they will soon have a new Prevention Consultant and Sacred Heart 
will soon have a new eligibility specialist. 

Lutheran Services Opens A Resource Room 

LSF opened a Resource Room for Area 1 Ryan White clients on 
March 20, 2015. The only requirement is to have a need and be 
within the current Ryan White eligibility period. Visits to the      
Resource Room are by appointment only. Case managers may 
complete a referral and give a copy to the client. The client will then need to 
call LSF and make an appointment with Alicia and bring the referral to the ap-
pointment.  

The Resource Room contains clothing and shoes for men, women, and chil-
dren.  Toiletry bags are available.  The bags are created for single men, single 
women, and families.   We have home goods including things such as kitchen 
items, dishes, bedding, home decor, and very limited furniture.  We have     
limited availability but case managers can make special requests based on a 
client's situation.     

Clients are allowed to visit the Resource Room once every four months, by  
appointment only.  To start, the Resource Room will be open the 1st and 3rd   
Fridays of every month, but this may change as time goes on.  

http://www.noflacweb.org
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A Note From The Chair…   
Hello all and HAPPY SPRING;  

The old saying, ''April showers bringing May flowers'' tends to be a bit late for 
us here on the Emerald Coast. We are usually in full bloom come April fool's 
day. 8-) I hope you've all had a happy and healthy winter. As the days lengthen 
and warm, we find our enjoyment of living here extend to the outdoors.  As 
always, take care and be mindful of all things that can cause harm and take 
precautions (don’t forget to apply sunscreen!) 

I did want to take a second and bring you up to date on NoFLAC. As most 
know, we serve as a (consortium) group  to advise and consent with the FDOH 
and Lead Agency (LSF) here in our four-county area (Area 1). We meet quarter-
ly to discuss issues within our HIV/AIDS community as it pertains to various 
services offered to client-consumers. I serve as the chair of the consortium.  

We are coming into election season and I would like to shed light on my expe-
riences in NoFLAC. Several years ago,  I became a member and started attend-
ing meetings. There were several issues being discussed and my opinions were 
welcomed.  I soon noticed that addressing issues was the first step to change. 
It has been a pleasure serving as the chair. I invite everyone to consider joining 
the consortium as advocates for yourself (as well as friends). We strive to work 
in a meaningful way through sharing information, participating in healthy dis-
cussion, and compromising to improve the lives and outcomes of the many in 
our HIV community. 

I also wholeheartedly invite you all to run for Chair of NoFLAC for the next 
term. The More the Merrier is my feeling.  I know how new people are GOOD 
for the organization and add GOOD things to the discussions. Please consider 
adding your name to the slate of candidates. All nominations will be accepted 
at our July meeting. Know that you will have lots of support from us ALL in 
your decision to step up and run. 

Thanks for your ear; 

James Talley 
NoFLAC Chair 
My Chair FaceBook Page: https://www.facebook.com/NOFLACweb.org?fref=ts 

https://www.facebook.com/NOFLACweb.org?fref=ts
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HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS is an inter-active, 
multisession, small-group, skills-building pro-
gram for persons living with HIV/AIDS for those 
who have just learned you are HIV positive, are 
just beginning to absorb this information, or it's 
something you have been living with for a 
while, there are many situations where the de-
cision of whether or not to disclose your HIV 
status must be made. In a number of circum-

stances that means trying to balance honesty with protecting the right to priva-
cy. There are no absolute answers that are right for everyone.  

If you would like to be notified about future workshops, call  
Doug at OASIS @ 850-314-0950. 

Tying Continuum of Care and Prevention Together  
Retrieved from http://www.poz.com/articles/transmission_cascade_761_26839.shtml 

Of the approximately 45,000 new cases of HIV in 2009, an estimated 
91.5% were transmitted from people who did not know they were infected or 
who were not in medical care for the virus. Researchers analyzed national da-
tabases to develop the estimated rates of infection derived from HIV-positive 
Americans at each stage of the “treatment cascade” in 2009. While more than 
1.1 million Americans living with HIV at that time, it is estimated that 207,600 
were undiagnosed , 519,414 knew they were HIV-positive but not in medical 
care, 47,53 were in medical care but had not been prescribed ARVs, 82,809 had 
been prescribed ARVs but still had a detectable viral load, and only 290,924 
were virally suppressed. 

Of the new HIV cases, an estimated 30.2% transmitted from people unaware of 
their infection and an estimated 61.3% came from those diagnosed but not in 
medical care. 86.5% of all new infections came from men. 
The researchers called for improvements to the state of the care continuum to 
lower the rate of new HIV infections in the United States, which stands at an 
estimated 50,000 cases per year.  

“By quantifying where HIV transmissions occur at each stage of care, we can 
identify when and for whom prevention and treatment efforts will have the 
most impact,” Jonathan Mermin, MD, MPH, director of CDC’s National Center 
for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention, said in a press release. 
“We could prevent the vast majority of new infections tomorrow by improving 
the health of people living with HIV today.” 
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A PHARMACIST’S ROLE IN PATIENT CARE  

Being one of the most visible and readily accessible 
healthcare professionals, the clinical pharmacist serves as a 
healthcare team advocate making sure each patient under-
stands the importance of medication compliance and adher-
ence. The role of a HIV pharmacist is to serve as a resource for drug infor-
mation and clinical knowledge to healthcare professionals in order to improve 
patient healthcare outcomes. The pharmacist also advocates for patients by 
communicating concerns of the patient or other healthcare related issues to 
their respective providers to address. In most cases, the time spent with direct 
patient care leads to enhanced understanding of disease state knowledge, 
management, treatment, and patient satisfaction.  

Clinical pharmacists practice in health care settings where they have frequent 
and regular interactions with physicians and other health professionals, con-
tributing to a better coordination of care. The purpose of this collaboration is 
to ensure that the medications prescribed for patients contribute to the best 
possible health outcomes. Other duties of a clinical pharmacist on a healthcare 
team include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 Assess the status of the patient’s health problems and determine whether 
the prescribed medications are optimally meeting the patient’s needs and 
goals of care. 

 Evaluate the appropriateness and effectiveness of the patient’s medications. 

 Recognize untreated health problems that could be improved or resolved 
with appropriate medication therapy. 

 Follow the patient’s progress to determine the effects of the patient’s medi-
cations on his or her health. 

 Advise the patient on how to best take his or her medications. 

 Support the health care team’s efforts to educate the patient on other im-
portant steps to improve or maintain health, such as exercise, diet, and pre-
ventive steps like immunization. 

 Refer the patient to his or her physician or other health professionals to ad-
dress specific health, wellness, or social services concerns as they arise. 

HIV patient care is a very intricate and meticulous process. Pharmacists’ in-
volvement in the care of HIV-positive patients has been associated with im-
proved patient outcomes, including enhanced adherence, reduced pill burden 
and dosing frequency, greater increases in CD4 cell counts, higher rates of viral 
suppression and decreases in medication errors. 
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Are Cellphones The Future of HIV/Syphilis Testing?  
Retrieved from Science Translational Medicine (2015, February 4). A 
smartphone dongle for diagnosis of infectious diseases at the point of 
care (7), 273, p. 273. doi: 10.1126/scitranslmed.aaa0056 
An inexpensive ($34 dollar to be exact) smartphone accessory 
is said to perform a diagnostic test for HIV antibodies and 

Treponema pallidum—similar to an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay 
(ELISA). This device (called the “dongle”) is amongst the many new diagnostic 
tests used by smartphones and worked well in a field situation in Rwanda 
(http://stm.sciencemag.org/content/7/273/273re1.abstract?sid=17eb7cd4-
8799-47be-8081-f181060605ef). The dongle is completely portable and plugs 
into the audio jack of an iPhone or Android. It uses disposable plastic cassettes 
preloaded with reagents placed in specific zones. Instead of the substrate and 
enzymes used in ELISA, silver ions and gold nanoparticles are used to amplify 
analytes. Optical density of silver enhancement that results when capture pro-
teins are applied via the blood sample are measured. Syphilis is only detected 
during active infections. A single charge to an iPod touch generation 4 could 
handle up to 41 tests and the new iPhone 6 could perform even more. Results 
appear within a total of 15 minutes. Accuracy of results were comparable to 
that of standard ELISA diagnostic testing. To read more visit http://
stm.sciencemag.org/content/6/267/267ra175.full.pdf. 

Escambia County Area Transportation Training  
To help serve Area 1 clients representatives from STD, TB, 
ADAP, and case management agencies in Escambia County 
attended ECAT training  organized by Maurice Moody, 
Amanda Walden, and Linda Mills. For those who are current high school or 
college students, disabled, senior, ADA Transportation certified, military, or 
Medicare-insured ECAT discount ID cards can be purchased for $2.75 with 
proper documentation. From Memorial to Labor Day beach trolleys may be 
used free of charge and as always the UWF trolley is free of charge. Also from 
Memorial to Labor Day this year, the “Student Summer Wheels” program will 
be available, allowing youth 17 or younger to gain unlimited travel on ECAT 
busses for $25. It is up to the parent to decide what age a child is ready to ride 
public transportation. 

The issue of limited hours and areas of ECAT routes was brought up—the only 
way to make a change is to let your voice be heard. Contact the County Com-
missioner’s office. Find your district’s commissioner at http://
www.myescambia.com/escambia-county-board-county-commissioners. 

http://stm.sciencemag.org/content/7/273/273re1.abstract?sid=17eb7cd4-8799-47be-8081-f181060605ef
http://stm.sciencemag.org/content/7/273/273re1.abstract?sid=17eb7cd4-8799-47be-8081-f181060605ef
http://stm.sciencemag.org/content/6/267/267ra175.full.pdf
http://stm.sciencemag.org/content/6/267/267ra175.full.pdf
http://www.myescambia.com/escambia-county-board-county-commissioners
http://www.myescambia.com/escambia-county-board-county-commissioners
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Clear Health Alliance 

Clear Health Alliance is a health plan for people on Medicaid 

who are living with HIV/AIDS. Members of the plan can see 

highly trained HIV/AIDS doctors. Clear Health Alliance also 

helps members get community services to help them stay 

well. If you are a new member or you missed your “Welcome 

Packet” in the mail for some reason, you may not know that you also have the 

services of an experienced Care Coordinator to help connect you to all the ex-

panded benefits you are entitled to under this plan.  If you’re not sure who 

your CHA care coordinator is, you can call 1-877-577-9043 to find out.  Or if 

you prefer, you can call Betty Slaughter, RN, one of the Managed Care Coordi-

nators for the panhandle area at 813-804-5071.  She would be happy to help 

guide you through any issues you may be experiencing, answer any questions 

or refer you to a needed service.  Some of the added benefits and services 

available under this plan can be found at http://www.clearhealthalliance.com/

about.html.  And don’t forget to utilize the Over-the-Counter (OTC) Drug Cata-

log Program $25 per month benefit for a wide variety of over the counter 

items including vitamins, pain relievers and allergy medications.  Order by mail 

or by phone, call 1-877-577-9043 for more information. 

Clear Health Alliance is a Managed Care Plan with a Florida Medicaid contract. For more 

information contact Clear Health Alliance at (877) 777-7871 (TTY:711). Limitations, co-

payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium 

and/or co-payments/ co-insurance may change 

http://www.clearhealthalliance.com/about.html
http://www.clearhealthalliance.com/about.html


          UPCOMING ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS 

 
Upcoming NoFLAC Meeting 
Thank you to everyone who attended our last meeting in   
January! At our meetings we go over updates for all the    or-
ganizations in our area and discuss any changes within the HIV/AIDS communi-
ty. Our next one-hour meeting will be held at 11am on April 16th at St. Simon’s 
Episcopal Church in Fort Walton Beach. Please join us and let your voice be 
heard! 

HIV/AIDS 501 Classes 
Becoming a tester for one of our test sites in 2015? Contact Maurice Moody at 
850-595-6500 ext. 1503 to sign up for a HIV/AIDS 501 class. Classes are held at 
the FDOH—Escambia County from 9-3pm on the first two days and 9-12 on the 
third day. Upcoming dates for 501 classes are April 7-9, June 9-11, August 11-
13, and October 13-15. 

HIV/AIDS Outreach Incentives 
Did you know the Florida Department of Health in Escambia County often pur-
chases incentives to be used by community partners in outreach activities? If 
you have an outreach activity approaching and would like to request incentives 
or brochures please email Kaitlyn Winter at kaitlyn.winter@flhealth.gov to ask 
if anything is available.  

Family Dinner 
The Gay Grassroots group of NW Florida invites you to Happy China 
Restaurant, 4810 Mobile Hwy in Pensacola at 6:30 pm the first  Thurs-

day of each month for a family gathering. Come catch up with old friends or 
make new friends at this affordable buffet dinner. 

National HIV Testing Day 
As many of you know, one of our community’s biggest awareness 
days, National HIV Testing Day, is on June 27th. Robert Bolling from 
AHF plans on starting the morning testing at Waterfront Rescue Mission and 
will begin testing at Oakwood Terrace Apartments after lunch. In addition, he is 
hoping to perform testing at the Round Up or Emerald City. To obtain more 
information on AHF’s whereabouts on this day, please call Robert at 470-8071. 

Welcome Loretta Turner, senior clerk at FDOH—Escambia County 
and Jenny Diamond, HIV counselor and tester at HIVevolution! 

If you have questions or comments for the website staff or would like to sub-
mit an article to be posted in the NoFLAC newsletter, please email 

staff@noflacweb.org. We are always open to suggestions! 
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NoFLAC News is published quarterly by the Northwest Florida AIDS/HIV Consortium.  

Submissions may be sent via email to staff@noflacweb.org. 

NoFLAC News staff reserves the right to edit all submissions for length and content. 

April Prather is a Pharm.D. Candidate of Florida A&M University’s College 
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences graduating class of spring 2015 
under the direction of Juan F. Mosley II, Pharm.D., CPh, AAHIVP  


