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OPENING NOTES  
It’s that time again—time for pumpkin spice lattes, cinnamon-scented 
candles, holiday cooking, football, and cool fall weather! Despite the 
holidays nearing, our area’s partners are staying hard at work! We’re 

proud to say that a protocol for non-occupational post-exposure prophylaxis 
(nPEP) has been established in Santa Rosa and Escambia Counties and we have 
identified six providers willing to prescribe pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) in 
Area 1. You can read all about it at noflacweb.org. We have also added an  
interactive calendar which is up-to-date with HIV/AIDS awareness days, 
meetings, and gatherings. 

Just a reminder, this is your newsletter. We want to know if you find this  
quarterly newsletter useful and/or entertaining. Have any suggestions or  
contributions for the newsletter or website? Email us at noflacinfo@gmail.com! 
We look forward to hearing what you have to say! 

 

noflacweb.org
mailto:noflacinfo@gmail.com
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A Note From The Chair... 
Submitted by James Talley 

Greetings to Northwest Florida AIDS/HIV Consortium (NoFLAC)! I hope all your 
summers were FINE ones in our slice of Paradise. While our Florida panhandle 
summers tend to be on the 'warm' side, we can find many GREAT options for 
enjoyment on our emerald & white beaches, as well as excellent tourism events 
and facilities, for a vibrant R&R vacation destination. All signs indicate the    
panhandle has had another great summer of 2015. 

Our NoFLAC Election Committee has announced that the Chair and Vice Chair 
has concluded. Without opposition, the results are in. I THANK YOU for another 
term. I look forward to another term and a focus will be on even more partici-
pation of client/users of the many services we are tasked with planning and 
overseeing. In addition, CONGRATULATIONS to Mallory Amrhein on her Vice 
Chair position; we thank you for your willingness to serve! We look forward to 
her contributions and ideas as we move into the next years.  

One idea for improving access to consortium meetings would be looking into 
remote meeting options. Being that our consortia covers four counties, some 
members are limited on attending meetings due to the travel involved. To start, 
we might consider use of existing tech to allow 'FaceTime' calls between our 2 
centers, OASIS (Ft Walton) and Pensacola (downtown UWF center). The future 
is already available to us. While meeting face-to-face is important, it is time to 
provide other options to members who can’t make the trip. 

The work in HIV prevention and treatment activities are also continuing to pro-
gress. The Department of Health has actively worked with many community 
partner groups to identify opportunities for improvement to HIV education, 
testing, prevention, and healthcare activities affecting our community. Partners 
of note include UWF, ACLU, OASIS, Churches, AHF, area businesses, as well  
patient/advocates. We would happily invite others wishing to join our monthly, 
hour-long, planning sessions. Please contact our area’s HIV/AIDS Program Coor-
dinator, Debbie Carty, at Deborah.carty@flhealth.gov if you wish to be added 
to her list of email alerts. 

Last but NOT least, MANY THANKS to Thomas Taylor for all his past and contin-
ued service in our Area 1 HIV/AIDS community. I am confident his testing, 
teaching, and volunteer works will go on as always. Thanks to both Thomas and 
Susan (his computer person) for ALL YOU DO!  

Thank you again and I look forward to seeing you all as our year progresses! 

mailto:deborah.carty@flhealth.gov
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Scott’s Retirement Party 
Submitted by Maurice Moody, Area 1 HIV/AIDS Surveillance Coordinator  

What an event! What a gathering we had as we wished  fare-
well and expressed our appreciation, love, and admiration for 
the retiring Scott Mickley who completed 24 years of devoted, 
dedicated, and professional service to Area 1 Florida as the 
HIV/AIDS Surveillance Coordinator for the Florida Department 
of Health in Escambia County , 

It was indeed a festive affair, an elaborate party, a fiesta-if you will, all to honor 
our co-worker who has been the heart and soul of the HIV/AIDS Program for 
these many, many years. It goes without saying that Scott’s wise counsel, keen 
intellect, and passion for his work will be sorely missed.  

The Director of FDOH-EC, Dr. John Lanza, began the festivities with opening 
remarks expressing his sincere gratitude for Scott’s years of honorable service, 
and his remarks were echoed by two others in Scott’s chain of command, Beate 
Bolton and Debbie Carty. After the formalities, it then was time to enjoy and 
indulge in the cornucopia of food that even Henry the 8th, one of history’s best 
known gourmands, would have appreciated. Of course, you can’t have a party 
without music, albeit it was Karaoke. Gwen Crosby-Horton and Ken Griffin both 
channeled their inner Marvin Gaye and Tami Terrell and entertained Scott and 
the rest of us with several selections. Surprisingly, no ear muffs were needed. 

During the event, we learned a few interesting things about Scott. For example, 
in the same year that we saw seismic shifts in the political and athletic arenas 
(Nixon resigned and the great Ali recaptured the heavyweight crown) – Scott 
graduated from Ohio State with a double major in English and Psychology. 
Mmmmmm, now this explains a great deal. But I digress. We also learned, too, 
that after attending a Grace Jones concert in the Seventies, Scott went back-
stage and got her autograph, but he also got something else he was not ex-
pecting: a kiss on his derriere! She actually placed a kiss on Scott’s back side. 
That’s Grace Jones for you…irrepressible! 

The party concluded with Scott receiving several parting gifts and taking one 
last group picture with the gang. We wish Scott all the best as well as these 
words of wisdom from Mark Twain:  

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the 
things you didn’t do than by the ones you did so. So throw off 
the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade 

winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.” 
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Don’t Compromise… Immunize! 
Composed by: Lydia Gibbs, Pharm.D. Candidate (Florida A&M University) 
Preceptor: Juan F. Mosley II, Pharm.D. AAHIVP 

Immunizations include the process of introducing a product 
(vaccine) into the body system with the purpose of pre-
venting or lessening the presence of a disease. 
Why should HIV patients be immunized? HIV patients have a compromised 
immune system that may not be able to fight “simple infections” such as the 
flu or a common cold. Immunizations help the immune system to prepare for 
battle in the case of infection. 
Which immunizations are recommended for HIV patients? 
-Hepatitis B 
-Influenza (Flu) 
-Pneumococcal (Pneumonia) 
-Tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (Tdap; Td booster every 10 years) 
-Human papillomavirus (HPV; *only for patients < 26 years of age) 
*Other immunizations may be recommended based on age 
Which immunizations should HIV patients avoid? 
HIV patients should avoid all live attenuated vaccines unless the physician   
determines that the benefit outweighs the risk. Live vaccines may trigger an 
immune response causing symptoms related to the disease that you are      
immunizing against. 
Where can I get immunized? 
-Escambia County Health Department Immunization Clinic 
-West Florida Hospital Immunization Center 
-Family practitioner’s office 
-Local pharmacies (CVS, Walgreens, etc.) 

Meet Christina Hutley… Our Perinatal Linkage Coordinator!  
I’m Christina Hutley, born in Norfolk, VA residing in Pensacola, 
FL. I’m 28yrs old, no kids just 1 yorkie! I love to spend time with 
family, go to the beach, and travel. I am the new perinatal  link-
age coordinator. I will be assisting our HIV + mothers navigate 
the various programs available throughout pregnancy and help 

them stay in care to reduce the rates of perinatal transmission rates in our  
area. In 2010 I did obtain a Bachelors degree in community health education 
from University of West Florida but I am looking to expand my education and 
receive a nursing degree in the future. I’m very excited to be of assistance to 
the community and apart of the FDOH team! 
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Florida Department of Health—Area 1 Updates 

Perinatal Cases in Florida Reach an All-Time Low…  
Retrieved from: http://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2015/08/081215-perinatal.html 
On August 12, 2015, the Florida Department of Health had a press release  
discussing the number of babies born HIV positive in the State of Florida has 
reached an all-time low. How low have our numbers gotten? In 2014 there 
were 6 HIV-infected babies born - down from 110 HIV-infected babies born in 
1993. We know that proper prenatal care and strict adherence to medication 
can reduce the risk of perinatal HIV transmission to 2% or less. This should  
provide some assurance that we can indeed get to zero. Thank you all for your 
hard work and HIV prevention efforts! 

Escambia County ADAP Updates…  
Submitted by Donna Trease RN, Community Health Nurse  

All new ADAP clients (or existing clients who are changing medications) will be 
referred to Dr. Juan Mosley to be educated on the medications during his 
scheduled workday, Tuesday. Dr. Mosley is a local HIV pharmacist who splits 
his time working at FDOH—Escambia and Escambia Community Clinics. To fol-
low local protocol and to improve office flow, we will no longer be seeing walk 
in clients. HIV medications are pulled at 7:00 am every morning to be dispersed 
that day for scheduled appointments only. The nurses need to be notified one 
day in advance if a client wants to meet them. Nurses are still available to an-
swer any questions by phone. These changes will hopefully streamline ADAP 
and make transactions run smoothly. 

Okaloosa County Clinic Update…  
Submitted by Lani Birchett, Ryan White Program Coordinator 

In addition to Britanee Davis, ARNP, Dr. Sally Cooper will begin seeing Ryan 
White patients in Okaloosa County for their primary and HIV care. Dr. Cooper is 
a board certified family physician through the American Board of Family Medi-
cine. She graduated from the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine in 
1999, did a year rotating internship at Geisinger Medical Center in Danville, PA, 
then completed her residency in family medicine at New Hanover Regional 
Medical Center in Wilmington, NC in 2002. Dr. Cooper worked for Holston 
Medical Group in Kingsport, TN and for North Okaloosa Medical Center/
Gateway Medical doing primary care, and for Fort Walton Beach Medical  
Center doing urgent care. She has provided primary care to patients in the  
Opportunity Health program for over four years and currently serves as Medi-
cal Director.  

http://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2015/08/081215-perinatal.html
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   Upcoming Announcements And Events 

Upcoming NoFLAC Meeting 
Thank you to everyone who attended our last meeting in July! 
At our meetings we go over updates for all the organizations in 
our area and discuss any changes within the HIV/AIDS commu-

nity. These meeting provide consumers a great opportunity to get to know their 
providers and to let their voices be heard. Our next one-hour meeting will be 
held at 11am on October 15th at the UWF Archaeology Building in Pensacola. 
We will be introducing next year’s NoFLAC Chair and Co-Chair! 

LGBT Film Festival 
The Pensacola LGBT Film Festival (October 7-10) highlights the artistic 
contributions both nationally and internationally of LGBT films and 
filmmakers. The unique ability of film to transcend stereotypes and 
relate to the viewer opens the door to a dialogue about the LGBT experience, 
building a stronger and more open Pensacola. Visit pcolaLGBTfilmfest.com/ for 
more information. 

Priorities and Allocations Meeting 
Our next Priorities and Allocations meeting will be held on October 
22, 10:30 am, at FDOH—Escambia County in conference rooms 
302/303. This is your chance to have a say in where your Ryan White 
Care Act Dollars go! 

World AIDS Day 
The World AIDS Day Planning Committee has been hard at work in 
making sure this year’s commemoration on December 1st is one to 
remember! If you are a consumer willing to share your story at this year’s 
events or just want to participate in the planning process, please contact     
Debbie Carty at Deborah.carty@flhealth.gov or 850-595-6345. 

 

Welcome Dr. Sally Cooper, DO, Medical Director/Primary Care Provider at 
FDOH—Okaloosa, Christina Hutley, Perinatal Linkage Coordinator  

at FDOH—Escambia, Javis Dickson, Medical Assistant at AHF, Candice  
Humphrey, Nurse Practitioner at AHF, and Michele Hutchins, Eligibility  

Specialist at Sacred Heart Hospital! 
 

If you have questions or comments for the website staff or would like to  
submit an article to be posted in the NoFLAC newsletter, please email  

noflacinfo@gmail.com. We are always open to suggestions! 

http://www.pcolalgbtfilmfest.com/
mailto:Deborah.carty@flhealth.gov
mailto:noflacinfo@gmail.com
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NoFLAC News is published quarterly by the Northwest Florida AIDS/HIV Consortium.  

Submissions may be sent via email to noflacinfo@gmail.com. 

NoFLAC News staff reserves the right to edit all submissions for length and content. 

 


