
 

 

 

 

Opening Notes  

We hope you had a lovely Easter with your families! It seems we were just celebrating 
the start of the new year and here we are halfway through April! 2018 is poised to be a 
great year with some wonderful new developments but there is still so much work to be 
done! Here are a few things to keep in mind.  

Our community calendar is up and running for the 2018 calendar year so be sure to check it out 
by visiting http://www.noflacweb.org/calendar-.  

For those who have yet to attend a NoFLAC meeting, we would like to encourage you to get 
involved. Our next one-hour meeting will be held at 11am on April 19th at the UWF Archaeology 
Building located at 207 E. Main St. in Pensacola FL. Our contact information is always posted 
on the back page of the newsletter so give us a shout if you have 
any questions! 
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A note from the HAPC 
\ 

With heavy hearts and a huge sense of loss to our HIV/AIDS community, we say goodbye to 

our dear colleague,  Mary Annette “Anne” Hall.   A long-time resident of the Fort Walton Beach 

(FWB) area – and most recently of Niceville –  she went to 

be with the Lord on 1 March 2018.  

Throughout her life, Anne inspired others through her devo-

tion and desire to serve as God’s feet, hands, heart, and 

voice in the community.  Anne moved to the FWB area in 

1973 and joined the staff at General Hospital (now FWB 

Medical Center) two years later. In 1996, Anne received 

HCA’s Frist Humanitarian Award recognizing those who 

“demonstrate extraordinary concern for the welfare and 

happiness of patients and their community.” During her 26-

year tenure, she served in multiple roles, with significant 

responsibilities in the departments of Education, Infectious 

Disease and Quality Assurance. She then served another 

three years at the Okaloosa County Health Department, 

helping to establish their HIV Clinic before retiring full-time 

in 2004.  

An early and passionate advocate for the HIV/AIDS community, Anne consistently demonstrat-
ed a “no-nonsense” approach to treating each patient with dignity and respect for positive out-
comes. She was instrumental in establishing prevention and care services in northwest Florida 
with active membership with OASIS, Northwest Florida Aids Consortium (NOFLAC), and the 
Red Ribbon Charitable Foundation.  She will be greatly missed. 

http://www.noflacweb.org/calendar-
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MEET Alyssa Hinojosa—HOPWA Case manager 
Alyssa joined the Ryan White HOPWA team March 19, 2018. She completed her Bache-
lors of Social Work degree at the University of West Florida. Since 
her graduation in 2016, she has worked at a local community mental 
health agency. It was there that she developed her Social Work skills 
before deciding to join our team.  

 Originally from California, Alyssa has lived in the Santa Rosa Coun-
ty for the past 12 years. Coming from a large family with many mem-
bers working in the social work field, pursuing a career in Social 
Work came naturally for Alyssa. She enjoys having weekly movie 
nights and going on nature walks with her family. 
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DOH-Okaloosa Test and Treat Program 

Submitted by Sandra Bach, Ryan White/Community Health Nursing Director, DOH-Okaloosa 

I just want to remind everyone of the available services offered by the DOH-Okaloosa Test and 

Treat Program.  It is imperative that newly diagnosed individuals be notified of their results and 
linked to anti-retroviral therapy (ART) as soon as possible after diagnosis.  Linking HIV positive 
individuals to ART, not only preserves their immune health, but it also reduces the risk of trans-
mitting the virus to others. DOH-Okaloosa has established a Test and Treat Program to link 
newly diagnosed HIV positive people to ART as soon as possible after receiving a positive HIV 
diagnosis.  Clients will receive ART medication the day of their Test and Treat appoint-
ment.  Community stakeholders must keep in mind that the DOH-Okaloosa Test and Treat Pro-
gram should be offered to all newly diagnosed individuals tested in area community facili-
ties.  Rapid linkage to ART is the key to preventing HIV transmission in the community.  While 
some individuals may choose a different provider for their long-term HIV care, they should still 
be offered immediate Test and Treat services at DOH-Okaloosa until they have established 
treatment with their long-term provider.  Please notify Sandy Bach, BSN, RN (or other designat-
ed point of contact) at 850.510.0228 for all Test and Treat referrals or for more information con-
cerning the program.  

DOH-Okaloosa Launches HIV AIDS Awareness Campaign  

Submitted by Aaron Hill HIV Outreach Program Manager & Lani Birchett Public Health Services 
Manager, DOH–Okaloosa 

The Department of Health-Okaloosa (DOH-Okaloosa) began its HIV Outreach Program in the 
fall of 2017. After a successful launch and overwhelming acceptance from the community DOH-
Okaloosa has chosen to actively work at achieving another goal of the program: Full Aware-
ness in the Community. It has been demonstrated that the collaborative nature of the program 
bolsters the community by weaving new partnerships between the Department of Health, its 
health resources, local nonprofits, community based organizations, churches, and also public 
and private businesses. The program offers an easier way for everyone in the community to 
receive specific health screenings and reduces barriers in regards to transportation, income 
constraints, and awareness. While promoting HIV awareness is a major factor in reducing stig-
ma, it is also a major obstacle as our focus is promoting something people do not want to talk 
about, SEXUAL HEALTH. One method we hope to reduce stigma is by brining to the forefront 
how to protect oneself by getting routine sexual health screenings which include HIV and other 
sexually transmitted diseases.   

In line with the Priority Area of “Live a Long and Healthy Life” in our Strategic Plan, DOH-
Okaloosa has implemented a vigorous advertisement campaign for HIV testing through a varie-
ty of mediums to include, bus wraps, TV, radio, digital campaigns and pop up booths through-
out the community.  This campaign aims to educate, raise awareness and circulate key mes-
sages. These messages will help to chip away at the stigma still carried in the community by 
raising awareness of the normalcy and need for routine sexual health screenings by everyone.   
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Grindr Popular Gay Sex App, to Offer HIV Test Reminder 

In an effort to shrink the global AIDS epidemic, the world’s largest gay dating app is changing 
its software this week to urge millions of users to get frequent H.I.V. tests. 

Grindr, which claims to have 3.3 million daily users from every country in the world, will send 
men who opt into the service a reminder every three to six months, and simultaneously point 
them to the nearest testing site. It will also let clinics, gay community centers and other testing 
sites advertise for free.  The company is making the move to “reduce H.I.V. transmission and 
support our whole community — regardless of H.I.V. status — in living long and fulfilling lives,” 
said Jack Harrison-Quintana, Grindr’s director for equality. 

H.I.V. experts greeted the announcement enthu-
siastically.  “Wow — that’s great!” said Dr. Jef-
frey D. Klausner, a former chief of sexually trans-
mitted disease prevention in San Francisco who 
has used Grindr to promote testing. “For a com-
pany of this magnitude to do this is groundbreak-
ing.”   Perry N. Halkitis, dean of the Rutgers 
School of Public Health and an expert in gay 
male behavior, called the decision “excellent.” 

“This will ‘demedicalize’ testing and destigmatize 
it,” Dr. Halkitis said. “The more you make it nor-
mal, the more people are going to access it.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/26/health/
grindr-hiv-test-reminder.html?rref=collection%
2Fsectioncollection%
2Fbusiness&wpisrc=nl_health202&wpmm=1/ 

HIV Outreach Team Perspectives 
Written by Karla Marshall DOH Okaloosa Health Support Specialists 

DOH-Okaloosa launched their first HIV testing outreach program in October 2017. I was brought 
in as a team member to this exciting opportunity to provide HIV testing out in our community. I 
truly believe this to be a great program that DOH-Okaloosa has been fully committed to carrying 
out. The testing we provide only requires a finger stick and results are available in 20 minutes. 
As a new team member, I was thrilled that I could help people and provide them with answers 
within 20 minutes. We started attending various events, setting up tables, chairs, educational 
materials and offering rapid HIV testing. We were officially “open for business” and ready for 
clients to pour in for testing! 

What we discovered was that sadly many people are still stigmatized by HIV. People declined to 
get tested, despite how convenient we were making it for them (finger stick, 20 minute results, 
we come to you, and strict confidentiality). We quickly learned there were many reasons behind 
their fear; they were afraid of what others might think by just taking the test (“they must have 
HIV”), they were afraid to find out the results, they were in denial, and many other reasons. 

With that being said, we have consistently visited our scheduled testing sites and offered testing 
and education. We know the more people that we interact with, the more people will know of our 
program, get used to the idea of routine HIV testing and eventually be comfortable with allowing 
us to test them. As this is a new program we are all learning and are getting better at delivering 
our message with each and every testing event. In turn this will result in providing more testing 
in our community. Our team is committed to the process. By providing a consistent message 
and appearing regularly at community events we aim to decrease stigma of HIV and HIV testing. 
We will strive to educate citizens so that they will realize how important it is to be tested and 
know their status! To let us know of any events or organizations you would like us to attend 
please call Aaron Hill at 850-428-0205. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/26/health/grindr-hiv-test-reminder.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fbusiness&wpisrc=nl_health202&wpmm=1/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/26/health/grindr-hiv-test-reminder.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fbusiness&wpisrc=nl_health202&wpmm=1/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/26/health/grindr-hiv-test-reminder.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fbusiness&wpisrc=nl_health202&wpmm=1/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/26/health/grindr-hiv-test-reminder.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fbusiness&wpisrc=nl_health202&wpmm=1/
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MEET Cory Rivers—OASIS FL Eligibility Specialist 
Cory Rivers was born at Fort Bragg in Fayetteville, NC, the oldest of 3 children. 
Cory currently attends the University of West Florida working on his B.S. in Psy-
chology. Some of you may recognize Cory from his time at the Florida Depart-
ment of Health in Okaloosa County, where he worked in the Opportunity Health 
Program and also taught diabetic education classes. He has now joined the team 
at OASIS Florida as their Eligibility Specialist. 
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MEET Rodney Adams—AHF Benefits Counselor 
Rodney has been with AHF for 5 years.  In fact this year marks his Fifth Year Anni-
versary working for AHF.  Due to losing his first partner to HIV in 1993, Rodney 
became aware first hand of the impact this disease can have on people and their 
loved ones.   He stated, “When the opportunity to work for AHF opened up, I 
jumped as quickly as I could to get on board!” Rodney originally came on board in 
2012 as the mobile unit driver before being the Healthcare Center’s Front Desk 
Clerk for the past three years. 
Even though Rodney enjoyed working at the front desk and meeting all the pa-
tients as they checked in he feels  this new position will give him the opportunity 
of spending more time  with each of the patients while getting to know them 
even better. Everyone is encouraged to stop by and meet Rodney.   
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  Upcoming Announcements And Events 

Upcoming NoFLAC Meeting 
Thank you to everyone who attended our last meeting in January! At our 
meetings we go over updates for all the organizations in our area and discuss any changes 
within the HIV/AIDS community. These meeting provide consumers a great opportunity to get to 
know their providers and to let their voices be heard. Our next one-hour meeting will be held at 
11am on April 19th at the UWF Archaeology Building located at 207 E. Main St. in Pensacola 
FL.  

Escambia County Night Clinic (Free HIV/Syphilis Testing!) 
Come on out to DOH - Escambia County for free rapid Syphilis & HIV testing so 
you can know your status. Available 4:30 - 6pm on May 3rd, June 7th, and July 
5th. 

HIV/AIDS 500/501 Training Schedule 
Are you a HIV tester/counselor in need of scheduling your next 500/501 update? 
To register for the HIV/AIDS 500/501 training or update, email Ken Griffin at Ken-

neth.Griffin@flhealth.gov with subject “500/501 Training” or “500/501 Update” respectively. 

Classes are held at the FDOH in Escambia County in Conference Room 302 – 303 1295 West 
Fairfield Drive, Pensacola, FL 

AIDS 500/501 Training—3 Day AIDS 500/501 Training 

Days 1 & 2 (9:00 am -4:00 pm CST); Day 3 (9:30 am –  1:30 pm CST) 

Tuesday July 17 – July 19                                          Tuesday October 9 – Thursday, October 11 

 

Online Course Completion (2 Days)  

Day 1 (9:00 am – 3:00 pm CST); Day 2 (9:00 am –  3:00 pm CST) 

Tuesday September 11 – Wednesday, September 12 (2 day) 

 

AIDS 501 Update (10:00 am – 12:00 pm CST) 

Wednesday, May 16 

Wednesday, August 15                                                         

Wednesday, November 14 

 

MSM Subcommittee Meeting 
Come join us as we discuss HIV prevention strategies for the MSM population. We will be meet-
ing on June 20th at 12 noon (time change) at 207 E. Main Street, in downtown Pensacola. 

 

Upcoming Awareness Days: 
April 18th—National Transgender HIV Testing Day 
May 18th—HIV Vaccine Awareness Day 
May 19th—Hepatitis Testing Day 
May 19th—National Asian & Pacific Islander HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 

May 25-28—Memorial Day Weekend 
June 5th—HIV Long-Term Survivors Awareness Day 
June 27th—National HIV Testing Day 
** If you will be hosting an event or performing testing for these events please contact Loretta 
Turner at Loretta.Turner@flhealth.gov for availability of brochures/incentives. If you’re interested 
in partnering with the FDOH with HIV testing in the mobile unit, contact Ken Griffin at  
Kenneth.Griffin@flhealth.gov. 

 

mailto:Kenneth.Griffin@flhealth.gov
mailto:Kenneth.Griffin@flhealth.gov
mailto:loretta.turner@flhealth.gov
mailto:loretta.turner@flhealth.gov
mailto:Kenneth.Griffin@flhealth.gov
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NoFLAC News is published quarterly by the Northwest Florida AIDS/HIV Consortium.  

Submissions may be sent via email to noflacinfo@gmail.com. 

NoFLAC News staff reserves the right to edit all submissions for length and content. 

 

7008 N. Palafox Street 

Pensacola, FL 32503 

 

Phone: 850-497-7157 

Email: NoFLACinfo@gmail.com 

Website: www.noflacweb.org 

Let us help you get connected to all the 

services in Northwest Florida for peo-

ple living with HIV and AIDS. We are the 

planning body for Ryan White services 

and we want to assist in creating suc-

cess, resources, and fuller lives for 

those living with HIV/AIDS. Please visit 

www.noflacweb.org for all of our online 

resources or call our Lead Agency at 

850-497-7197 to get connected with a 

case manager. 

NoFLAC News is published quarterly by 

the Northwest Florida AIDS/HIV Consor-

tium. Submissions may be sent via 

email to noflacinfo@gmail.com.  

NoFLAC News Staff reserves the right 

to edit all submissions for length and 

content. Together We Can Achieve More. 

NoFL   C 
Northwest Florida 
AIDS/HIV Consortium 

Photos from Team OASIS FL—FLORIDA AIDS WALK 

http://www.noflacweb.org/
mailto:noflacinfo@gmail.com

